
Table 5.1 Doctoral studies course specifications  
Name of the course: Environmental Risks of the Modern Era  
Teacher(s): Pavlović D. Vukašin, Nadić P. Darko  
Status of the course: Elective  
Number of ECTS: 10  
Eligibility:  
Aim of the course: The main goal of the course is to provide doctoral students with the opportunity to 

critically analyze extremely serious and dangerous environmental risks faced by modern society. Insight 

into the state of man's and society's relationship with nature is one of the imperative conditions for the 

survival of life on planet Earth. Although ecology began as a subdiscipline of biology, the term has gained 

a much broader meaning while the field itself has become the object of research of many scientific 

disciplines within the natural, technical and social sciences. Ecological issues and problems have become 

an integral part of political agendas, while political ecology has developed into one of the most significant 

functions of the modern state, as well as international and global politics. It is crucial that the political 

studies doctoral programme provide students with a critical analysis of environmental risks modern society 

faces within this course.   
Outcome of the course: This course will offer doctoral students the opportunity to master all necessary 

theoretical-epistemological and analytic concepts, as well as to gain enough empirical insight, knowledge, 

and experience in observing the most significant and serious environmental risks modern states and 

societies are faced with on both national and global scale. The purpose of the course is to equip doctoral 

students with the ability to research independently and to conduct scientific research in the field of modern 

political and social ecology.  
 

Content of the course: (1)  The influence of the industrial revolution and scientific technological progress 

on the emergence of new environmental risks; (2) Risk society theory: comparison of classic and modern 

risks; (3) World risk society; (4) The risks of using dirty technologies; (5) The possibility of new, clean 

technologies; (6) The negative effects of using fossil fuels; (7) Controversy concerning the use of nuclear 

energy; (8) Disagreements about genetically modified organisms; (9) The possibilities of developing new 

alternate energy sources; (10) Threats to biodiversity; (11) Issues and consequences of global warming;  

(12) The rise of environmental awareness and environmental movements; (13) Environmental risks and a 

new environmental ethics; (14) Research project blueprint creation.   
Literature: Anthony Giddens, The Consequences of Modernity, Polity, Cambridge, 1990, Anthony 

Giddens, The Politics of Climate Change, Polity, Cambridge, 2009,, Urlich Beck, Anthony Giddens, Scoo 

Lash, reflexive Modernization, Cambridge, 1995, Urlih Bek: Rizično društvo, Urlih Bek, Svetsko rizično 

društvo, Robin Henson, Katastrofa, društveni slom i nestanak čovečanstva, in Nik Bostrom, Milan M. 

Ćirković, Rizici globalnih katastrofa, Helix, Smederevo, 2012. pp. 348-365; Kaplon Brajan, Totalitaristička 

pretnja, in Nik Bostrom, Milan M. Ćirković, Rizici globalnih katastrofa, Helix, Smederevo, 2012. pp. 487-

502; Dejvid Frejm, Majls Alen, Klimatske promene i globalni rizici, in Nik Bostrom, Milan M. Ćirković, 

Rizici globalnih katastrofa, Helix, Smederevo, 2012. pp. 253-474  
Number of classes of 

active teaching Lectures: 4 Study research work: 3  
Teaching methods: 
lectures, research presentations, debates and discussions  

Assessment of knowledge (maximum number of points: 100)  


