
Name of the course: Global Relations in the Early 21st Century  
Teacher(s): Simić R. Dragan, Vujačić M. Ivan  
Status of the course: Elective  
Number of ECTS: 10  
Eligibility:  
Aim of the course: The aim of this course is the acquiring of scientific abilities and academic skills in order 

to comprehend the changes in structure and processes of the global system at the beginning of the 21st 

century. In this sense, this course deals with the description of both political and economic dimensions of this 

new, post-Cold War, international system. Among other things, the course examines the balance of power in 

global relations at the beginning of the 21st century, the United States of America and rival countries, as well 

as institutions that have governed the balance of power and the collective security since the Cold War. An 

important part of the course is dedicated to the different perceptions of global relations after the Cold War; 

Finally, special attention is also given to the analysis of contemporary international economic relations, 

processes and institutions.  
Outcome of the course: Students that take this course will be equipped with the knowledge necessary to 

understand the changes in global relations at the beginning of the 21st century, as well as be able to utilize 

that knowledge via independent scientific work in this field, participate in domestic and international science 

projects which feature topics studied in this course. Also, they will be able to present their research results at 

science conferences and publish in expert journals, contributing to the development of this discipline and 

science in general. Critical reading of professional texts as well as a critical understanding of global relations 

events are an important aspect of all of this.  
Content of the course: International and global relations at the beginning of the 21st century: changes in the 

system or change of the system?; The structure and balance of power in international and global relations at 

the beginning of the 21st century; The United States of America at the beginning of the 21st century: a power 

in decline or a "New American Century"?; The United States of America and its "rivals": Russia, China, 

India, Japan, the European Union, Brazil...; Different perceptions of the future of international relations; The 

balance of power and collective security in the 21st century; Economic globalization: the past, the present, 

the future; Political economy of international trade; The evolution of the international monetary system; 

Problems of economic development; International finances and development; Economic crises and their 

consequences.  
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Number of classes of active teaching: 7 Lectures: 4 Study research work: 3 

Teaching methods 
Lectures, critical discussion about original texts, consultations  

Assessment of knowledge (maximum number of points: 100) 
Activity in class: 15% of the total grade; Presentation: 30 % of the total grade; Essay (up to five pages long): 
15 % of the total grade; Oral exam: 40 % of the total grade 


