
Table 5.1 Doctoral studies course specifications  
 

Name of the course: Philosophy of Religion  
Teacher (Surname, middle initial, name): Kinđić B. Zoran  
Status of the course: Elective  
Number of ECTS: 10  
Eligibility:  
Aim of the course: The aim of the course is for students to familiarize themselves with the 
various problems of philosophy of religion such as the relation between faith and knowledge, the 

mind and what is beyond it, theology and mysticism, as well as the ways religion and philosophy 
attempt to answer the eternal questions about the creation of the world and the meaning of life. 

By examining the various ways to prove the existence of God, as well as the problems of 
revelation of truth, theodicy, eschatology etc., students will broaden their knowledge on both the 

historically variable relation between philosophy and religion and the purpose and different forms 
of religion.   
Outcome of the course: Through philosophical thematization of the phenomenon that is religion 
and the investigation of its quintessence, students will be equipped to better understand the 
different forms and manifestations of religion. They will also gain insight into the similarities and 
differences between religious and philosophical approaches to reality.  
Content of the course: 

1. Basic concepts and issues in philosophy of religion. 

2. Theories on the origin and function of religion. The enlightenment critique of religion.  
3. Personal God and impersonal deity. The Holy Trinity doctrine. Cataphatic and apophatic 

theology.  
4. Proof for the existence of God: ontological, cosmological, teleological, moral. 

5. The relation between religion and morality 

6. The relation between mysticism and theology. The problem of revelation of truth. 

7. The fate of the soul after death. Teachings on resurrection and reincarnation. 

8. The problem of theodicy. Teachings on predetermination and freedom of choice. 

9. Soteriology. The figures of prophet, messiah, avatar, Christ. 

10. Teaching on transfiguration, enlightenment and divinization. 

11. Eschatology. Linear and cyclical understanding of time. Fate and Providence. 

12. Religious tolerance and fanaticism. The idea of non-violence. Religious syncretism.  
Literature: 
Lešek Kolakovski, Religija, Beograd 1992.  
Andrija Krešić, Filozofija religije, Zagreb 1981. 

Richard Schaeffler, Religionsphilosophie, Freiburg – München 2002. 

Brian Davies, Uvod u filozofiju religije, Zagreb 1998. 

Rudolf Otto, Sveto, Sarajevo 1983. 

Hans Küng, Postoji li Bog?, Zagreb 1987.  
John D. Caputo, On religion, London – New York 2001. 

Episkop Atanasije, Filosofija i teologija, Trebinje – Vrnjačka Banja 2004. 

Endrju Laut, Izvori hrišćanskog mističkog predanja, Beograd - Karlovac 2009.  
Number of classes of active   Lectures: 4    Study research work: 3  

teaching  
Teaching methods 

Lectures, discussions, consultations, research paper writing  
Assessment of knowledge (maximum number of points: 100) 

Research paper – 10 points, colloquium – 40 points, final exam – 50 points  


