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Number of ECTS: 6 

Eligibility:  

Aim of the course 

The course studies political virtues and vices in the context of contemporary political theory and history of political thought, and 

particularly with hypocrisy, lying, deception and, on the other hand, sincerity, truthfulness and honesty. The aim of the course is 

to introduce students to complexity of contemporary and historical ethical and political-theoretical debates about mutual relation 

of politics and different forms of hypocritical behavior and to point not only to their confrontation but also conditionality and 

interdependence.  

Outcome of the course 

The course draws students’ attention to a specific field of ethics and political theory. Students should understand, recognize and 

critically comprehend the position of diverse contemporary and historical debates about virtues and vices in politics. Ultimately, 

they are expected to implement the acquired knowledge in consideration and critical comprehension of contemporary political 

practice and its ethical achievements.  

Content of the course 

Theoretical teaching 

Truth, lying and sincerity in the classical period: sophists, Plato’s “noble lie”, the Ring of Gyges, Aristotle’s ethic, Cicero: 

Augustine’s critique of lying and deception; N. Machiavelli: hypocrisy and lying as integral part of politics; T. Hobbes: 

hypocrisy and fiction as the foundation of political order, idea of private and public consciousness; J.J. Rousseau on integrity 

and corruption; J. Locke on tolerance and sincerity, debate between I. Kant and B. Constant on right to lying; Mandeville on 

virtues of vice; H. Arendt on lying in politics; J. Shklar on cruelty, treason and misanthropy as “ordinary vices”; B. Williams on 

truth, self-deception and politics; M. Foucault on parrhesia: truth, lie, trust and deception in democracy; dirty hands problem 

(Walzer, Bellamy, Nielsen); corruption and professional ethics for politicians (Miller, Alexandra).  

Practical teaching: seminars for analyzing literature and discussing topics  

Literature  

David Runciman, Political Hypocrisy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008), 16-73, 194-226; Ruth Weissbourd Grant, 

Hypocrisy and Integrity: Machiavelli, Rousseau, and the Ethics of Politics (University of Chicago Press, 1999) 102-170; 

Imanuel Kant, Benžamin Konstan, Pravo na laganje (Beograd: Službeni glasnik, 2008); Hana Arent, Istina i laž u politici 

(Beograd: Filip Višnjić, 1994); Judith N. Shklar, Ordinary Vices (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1984), 7-44, 

192-250; Bernard Williams, “Politics and Мoral Character”, Moral Luck (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982), 54-

70; Bernard Williams, “Truth, Politics, and Self-Deception”, In the beginning was the deed (Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2005), 154-164; Bernard Williams, Truth and Truthfulness: An Essay in Genealogy (Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2002), 84-122, 206-232; Michel Foucault, Fearless Speech (Semiotext, 2001); Тhomas Flynn "Foucault as parrhesiast: his 

last course at the college de france (1984)" Philosophy Social Criticism 12 (1987) 213-229; Joshua Cohen, "Truth and Public 

Reason" Philosophy and Public Affairs, 31:1 (2009) 1-41; Elizabeth Markovits, “Beyond Sincerity: Truth, Trust, and Judgment 

in Democratic Life”, The Politics of Sincerety (University Park, Pennsylvania: The Pennsylvania State University Press, 2008), 

169-216; David Simpson, "Laž i liberalna demokracija" in Igor Primorac (ed.) Politika i moral (Zagreb: Kruzak, 2011) 183-200; 

Majkl Volzer, “Političko delovanje: problem prljavih ruku", in: Moral i prljave ruke: filozofija, politika i rat, Jovan Babić, Petar 

Bojanić (ed.), prevod Slobodan Divjak (Beograd: JP Službeni glasnik, Albatros plus, 2010); Richard Bellamy, “Dirty hands and 

clean gloves: Liberal ideals and real politics”, European Journal of Political Theory, 9 (2010) 412-430; Kai Nielsen "Nema 

dileme prljavih ruku", in Igor Primorac (ed.) Politika i moral (Zagreb: Kruzak, 2011) 113-133; Seumas Miller "Noble Cause 

Corruption in Politics", in Igor Primoratz (ed.) Politics and morality (New York: Palgrave Macmillan), 92-112; Andrew 

Alexandra "Profesionalna etika za političare?" in Igor Primorac (ed.) Politika i moral (Zagreb: Kruzak, 2011), 135-153. 

Number of classes of active teaching Other classes 

Lectures: 

2 

Seminars: 

1 

Other forms of teaching 

 

Study research work: 1 

Teaching methods: 

Lectures, seminars, discussion about the texts  

Assessment of knowledge (maximum No. of points 100) 

Pre-examination commitments Points Final exam Points 

Written paper 50 oral exam 40 

Seminars  10   


