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Aim of the course 

The course is based on studying the role of the regions in security studies in a narrow sense, i.e. of comparative regionalism in 

international relations in a broader sense. The course is focused on contemporary theoretical approaches to regional studies, 

which should serve as an analytical framework for explanation and comparison of security developments in the Western Balkans 

and selected security regions of the world. The empirical observation is focused on search for reasons of permanent deficit of 

security in the Western Balkans, i.e. the chances for its security normalization. 

The regional security complex theory, critical security studies and different approaches to building of regions are taken to 

explain the emergence, development and contemporary dynamics within and among the security regions. To that end, and 

relying on the regional security complex theory and securitization theory, the course will challenge the security interdependence 

of the countries of the observed regions (Middle East and North Africa; post-Soviet regional security complex, the European 

Union). It will particularly consider the reasons for increasingly frequent political and security (re)shaping of Southeastern 

Europe. On the example of Euro-Atlantic crisis management the course will further analyze the achievements, consequences and 

effects of external interference in the region. This will be followed by a debate about the Balkan risk map and identification of 

critical points of its security. The course will further rethink the process of its reshaping into a security community within the 

integration processes. Next topic will be the comprehension of security dynamics of other security regions which might 

influence developments in this region. At the end, directions for further development of research in this field will be considered. 

The course first wants to reconsider the actual cognitive and factual material on security profile of Western Balkans and its 

relation with the security dynamics of the neighboring regions. Then it wants to check the interactive coupling of internal and 

external actors in security shaping of the Balkans and assess the chances for autonomous emergence of a modern and safe 

region. Based on the above, we would like to create reliable assumptions for dealing with regional dimension of security of 

Serbia. 

Outcome of the course 

Acquisition of a reliable, theoretical and methodological position for independent research, understanding and interpretation of 

security identity of the Western Balkans and other regions in the world. Obtaining of sufficient knowledge and capacities for 

critical reconsideration and reassessment of the inherited political and scientific discourse on the Balkans. Mastering of 

procedures and instruments for monitoring and assessments of threats to regional security, and their influence on security of 

Serbia. Acquisition of capacities for strategic planning and operative implementation of security policy of Serbia in Southern 

Europe and in the Euro-Atlantic region.  

Content of the course 

Theoretical teaching 

First part: Theoretical approaches to regional studies in security studies – Comparative regionalism and security studies; Theory 

of regional security complex; Region and critical security studies; Different opinions on building a region; Second part: 

European security complex and the Western Balkans after the Cold War – Conflict formation in the Western Balkans; Security 

stabilization of the region; Euro-Atlantic management of crisis and wars in the Balkans in 1990s until 2000; Security 

cooperation and building of security community in the Western Balkans after 2000; Third part: Regional security dynamics in 

the world – Middle East and North Africa; Post-Soviet regional security complex; the European Union. Summary: Where do the 

regional security studies go – options and problems. 
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Number of classes of active teaching Other classes 

Lectures: 3 Seminars: 

1 

Other forms of teaching 

 

Study research work: 1 

Teaching methods: 

Lectures, seminars and/or practical work, test, seminar paper, individual readings 

Assessment of knowledge (maximum No. of points 100) 

Pre-examination commitments Points Final exam Points 

Activity during lectures 20 written exam 40 

Practical teaching  oral exam  

Colloquia 10   

Seminars 30   


