
Table 5.1 Doctoral studies course specifications  
 

Name of the course: The EU Governance System  
Teacher (Surname, middle initial, name): Samardžić J. Slobodan, Kovačević Bojan  
Status of the course: Elective  
Number of ECTS: 10  
Eligibility:  
Aim of the course  
The course aims to present the governance system of the EU in its entirety. This encompasses, on the one 

hand, a review of the simultaneous existence of different governance models in the EU (communitarian, 

intergovernmental and mixed) and their mutual competition. On the other hand, doctoral students should 

face a multidimensional system of decision-making within which influences, co-operation and competition 

between local, regional, state, supranational and transnational levels interweave. During the course, special 

emphasis will be put on the examination of particular system functioning through examples, and not 

through a look at the general principle. In this way, special attention will be devoted to the current EU 

crisis, which has, in its protracted continuation, demonstrated certain systemic dysfunctionalities that 

cannot be eliminated without profound surgical reform into the very core of governance. In short, the EU 

will be observed as a dynamic and variable structure of public affair governance which vehemently 

persists in meeting the greatest challenges of the modern world.   
Outcome of the course 
Doctoral students should augment and broaden their knowledge in various areas of European integration by 
way of one synthetic study of the functioning of a complex supranational governance system. Aside from 
that, they should be prepared to investigate every significant phenomenon in the life of the EU. The 
exploration of any segment of this complex system requires a detailed familiarity with its entirety, and such 
understanding, gained throughout the entire programme, will be crowned with this course's subject matter. 
Aside from acquiring the capability to perform independent scientific research, doctoral students will also 
be able to apply their expert knowledge in any governmental or non-governmental institution that deals with 
the process of European integration.  
Content of the course  
Theory classes  
The contemporary phenomenon of supranational governance; the EU's governance system in the process of 

globalisation; comparative governance methods in the EU - communitarian, intergovernmental and mixed 

(an economic and monetary union); EU as a complex multilayered system; open issues of the EU's 

governance system as issues of crisis prevalence - crisis areas: economic and monetary union, comon 

security and defense policy, enlargement policy; the issue of legitimacy and democracy in the EU's 

governance system  

Practical classes: Seminar papers and doctoral student presentations for the purpose of preparation 

for writing the application for their doctoral thesis 

 

Literature  
H. Wallace, W. Wallace, M. Pollack, Policy-Making in the EU, Oxford University Press, 2010, 

Giandomeniko Majone, Europe as the Would–be World Power, Cambridge University Press, 2010, Pol 

Tejlor, Kraj evropske integracije, Albatros plus, Beograd, 2011, Simon Hix, What`s wrong with the EU 
and how to fix it, Polity Press, London, 2011, Slobodan Samardžić and Ivana Radić (ed.), Kriza 

evropske unije, Službeni glasnik, Beograd, 2013.  
Number of classes of active 

teaching: 7 

Lectures: 4 Study research work: 3 

 

Teaching methods  
Lectures during the semester will be combined with students' presentations on topics of their own 

choice. One class will be devoted to each student's presentation: half of the time for the presentation 

itself, and the other half for the discussion to be moderated by the professor. The presentation will 
be subjected to assessment. Students take the exam via a written paper (16 pages) and a discussion 

about the paper with the professor.  
Оцена знања (максимални број поена 100)  

Активност : 10; Семинар: 30; Писани испит: 30; Усмени испит: 30  


