
Table 5.1 Doctoral studies course specifications  
 

Name of the course: The manner of drafting a methodological research framework  
Teacher(s): Arezina Vera  
Status of the course: Elective  
Number of ECTS: 10  
Eligibility:  
Aim of the course  
The aim of this course is to introduce doctoral students to the problematics of  research specificity in 

different scientific disciplines within the field of political science, as well as to prepare them for the 

realization of research projects, the writing of their doctoral theses and other scientific papers.  
Outcome of the course  
Through theory classes and practical work, students will be introduced to the organization of scientific 

research projects and the conducting of research. Students will analyze successful examples of 

scientific research projects in doctoral dissertations, and would be expected to be able to independently 

produce a research project, choose the appropriate scientific methods and interpret the research results. 

The content and forms of the realization of this programme are suitable to the goal of preparing 

doctoral students to draft a methodological research framework for their doctoral dissertations.  
Content of the course 
Theory classes  
Research specificity in political science; Scientific research project: choice of topic and research 

problematics formulation; Theoretical and operative definition of the research objective: identification of 

main concepts, theoretical assumptions and problems; Definition of scientific and social research aims 

(scientific description, explanation, prediction, etc.); Hypothesis formulation: general, specific and singular, 

with choice of indicator; Choice of research methods; Forming a preliminary structure (of content) of the 

project and choosing preliminary research material; Analysis of an example of a successful scientific 

research project; Utilizing library and archive sources, the Internet, and databases; Scientific deduction based 

on the data collected through scientific research; Problems with prognostic research; Problems in 

presentation of scientific information; Writing a scientific paper: definition and types of scientific papers; 

presentation structure and organization; Writing a scientific paper: utilizing the scientific apparatus (resume, 

abstract, key words, annotations, citations, list of literature, list of abbreviations, appendices, etc.); Writing a 

scientific paper: professional and working ethic, using and citing sources, copyright law adherence. 

 
Practical classes: Other forms of teaching, study research work  
Each lecture topic will be demonstrated through examples from practice with the students' active participation. It 

is compulsory for students to independently draft a research project in the field of political science and  related 

disciplines which would represent the methodological framework of their doctoral dissertations.  
Literature  
Milosavljević Slavomir, Termiz Dževad, „Analitika – Bezbednosna analitika “, vol. 1, book 3, Lukavac, Grafit, 

2008; Milosavljević Slavomir, Termiz Dževad, „Praktikum “, Sarajevo, 1999; Roberts Carol M, ”Тhe Dissertation 

Journey – A Practical and Comprehensive Guide to Planning, Writing, and Defending Your Dissertation“, 

Corwin, 2010; Burnham P, ”Surviving the Research Process in Politics“, 1997;Kleut Marija, „Naučno delo od 

istraživanja do štampe “, Akademska knjiga, Beograd, 2010.  
Number of classes of active 
teaching 

Lectures: 4 Study research work: 3 

Teaching methods: lectures, consultations, group discussions and seminar papers  
Assessment of knowledge (maximum number of points: 100) 

Seminar paper (20%), group discussions (20%), oral exam (60%)  


