
Table 5.2 Course specifications  
Study programme(s): Doctoral cultural and media studies  
Type and level of studies: doctoral  
Назив предмета: The Public Sphere and the Media  
Teacher (Surname, middle initial, name): Snježana B. Milivojević  
Status of the course: Elective  
Number of ECTS:  
Eligibility:  
Aim of the course  
The course aims to provide the familiarization with leading approaches and the comprehension of theoretical differences in modern understandings of the 
"public sphere". The course examines the normative, structural and institutional critique of the classic liberal concept and their relevance in current debates 
on the virtual public sphere. A special object of problematization is the role of the media in the context of societal, cultural and technological changes in a 
networked society. The role of traditional/mass media and modern/social media is comparatively analysed from the aspect of their democratic potential.  
Outcome of the course 
Familiarization with new concepts of the public sphere and critical understanding of the media's ideological role in the formation of the public. 
Ability to critically analyse the roles of new media in circumstances of globalization and public fragmentation. 
Understanding the conection between virtual public spaces and the democratic public sphere. 
Ability to critically analyze new forms of civil participation and e-democracy. 
Content of the course 
Theory classes 
The course is dedicated to the analysis of the normative and analytical significance of the "public sphere" in order to understand the character of modern 
democratic societies. Through new media practices that transcend domestic media, what comes into being is a transcultural connection and various forms of 

activism, civil and political participation. They contribute to the creation of different publics and hybridized public spheres which include globally networked 
online and offline spaces (Castells, 2009, Carpentier, Dahlgren, 2012; Carpentier, Schroder & Hallet 2013 2011; Milivojević, 2015. ). In this way, new 
possibilities in communication in the digital age are equally transforming not only the civil and political spheres (e-democracy), but the culture of everyday 
life as well (Bacardi, 2005).  
The functioning and role of the media, the most important public institution, is examined from the aspects of political, economic and cultural characteristics 
of the digital culture and networked society. In globalized public spheres, through various forms of citizen networking, new modes of democracy are 
emerging, democracy with a more powerful citizen monitoring role such as "monitory democracy" (Keane, 2008, 2011). The complex relationship dialectic 
between the public and the private is observed in terms of new possibilities opening up in modern media, but we also observe their negative attributes and 
undesirable effects on the public (fragmentation, apathy, polarization). 
  
Practical classes: Practical work, Other forms of teaching, Study research work  
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Number of classes of active 

teaching    Other classes 
     

Lectures: Practical work: Other forms of teaching: Study research work:12  

12   

    
Teaching methods 
Lectures, Workshops, Student paper presentations  

Assessment of knowledge (maximum number of points: 100) 
Pre-exam requirements points Final exam points 
activity in class 20 written exam 40 
practical work  oral exam 20 
colloquium/colloquia  ..........  

seminar(s) 20    
Assesment methods may differ, the table features only some of the options: (written exams, oral exam, project presentation, seminars etc.)  
Maximum length: one full A4 page 

http://www.amazon.com/Henry-Jenkins/e/B000AP71SE/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1315311240&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Convergence-Culture-Where-Media-Collide/dp/0814742955/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1315311240&sr=1-1

