
Table 5.1 Doctoral studies course specifications  
Name of the course: The Rule of Law at Universal and Regional Levels  
Teacher (Surname, middle initial, name): Knežević-Predić P. Vesna, Samardžić J. Slobodan, Danković 
Stepanović M. Sanja, Miščević N. Tanja  
Status of the course: Elective  
Number of ECTS: 10  
Eligibility:  
Aim of the course  
The aim of the course is to study the application and development of the principles of the rule of law in 

regional and global integration processes. Another aim is to broaden the students' understanding of the 

normative order and doctrine in the field of common public policy legal regulation within the EU, 

international organizations and specific regimes of different kinds and application domains. Thus, students 

should gain the knowledge and abilities necessary for independent scientific research in these fields as well 

as the opportunity to master specific skills necessary for practical work.  
Outcome of the course  
Mastering the subject matter studied within this course should assist students in developing the knowledge, 

skills, abilities and competences in order to: independently solve practical and theoretical problems related 

to the rule of law at international and regional levels, to organize and realize developmental and scientific 

research; to get involved in international scientific projects; to critically observe existing rule of law 

operation mechanisms and monitor and predict further paths of development; to communicate in a 

professional manner when presenting scientific research results at scientific conferences, to publish papers 

in scientific journals; to contribute to the development of the following disciplines: public international law, 

private international law and commercial law, as well as international organization. Mastering the subject 

matter will lead to a thorough understanding of the normative framework and theoretical thought of these 

scientific fields, as well as the ability to connect the knowledge earned in this course with knowledge 

acquired in related fields.   
Content of the course  
The rule of law: concept, historical meaning, application domain and normative influence; Origin of the 
idea of the rule of law - the concept of governing the internal integration process (state as a political 
community); Legal rules and customs as a referential framework of international politics; The European 
Union and the rule of law: constitutionalization of contract principles and norms; The European Union and 
the rule of law: the material application domain; The European Union and the rule of law: the reach of legal 
authority (jurisdiction, active or passive legitimacy); Other experiences in regional integrations from the 
perspective of the rule of law; The process of transforming international law to universal law - ideas, 
theories, practice; The rule of law at the universal level: the United Nations and the rule of law; The rule of 
law: the legislation-crafting process, implementation and judicial control; The rule of law and specific 
international regimes: particularisation versus universalisation; The rule of law in business: protection of 
foreign investment, competition and intelectual property; The formation of a universal system in the spirit 
of the rule of law - the open resolution process of the relation between rights and force.  
Literature  
Nollkaemper, A., National Court and the International Rule of Law, Oxford University Press, 2011; 

McCorquodale, The Rule of law in international and comparative context, 2010; Brownlie, J, The rule of 

law in international affairs, Martinus Nijhoff Publisher 1998, Piana, D, Judicial Accountabilities in the new 

Europe: From Rule of Law to Quality of Justice, 2010, ASHGATE; Bulmer, S, Lequesne, C, The Member 

States of European Union, 2013, Oxford University Press; Bogdandy, A. von, Bast, J, Principles of 

European Constitutional Law, Habermas, J., The Crisis of the European Union: A Response, 2012, Polity 

Press.  
Number of classes of active teaching: 7 Lectures: 4 Study research work: 3 

Teaching methods 
Lectures, study research work, essay, case study, simulation, consultations  
Assessment of knowledge (maximum number of points: 100) 
Activity in class: 20; Seminar paper: 20 or Project presentation: 20; Essay: 10; Final exam: 50  


