
Table 5.1 Doctoral studies course specifications  
 

Name of the course: Theoretical-Epistemological and Methodological Approaches  
Teacher(s): Vujačić G. Ilija, Arežina R. Vera  
Status of the course: compulsory  
Number of ECTS: 10  
Eligibility:  
Aim of the course  
This course teaches modern theoretical-epistemological and methodological approaches. The main goal of the course is to assist 
students in learning to orient their views, to assess and evaluate contradicting philosophies, theories, approaches and analytic 
traditions in political science. Reflective learning and examination of metatheoretical ontological and epistemological problems is 
encouraged. Attention is also devoted to foundationalistic and anti-foundationalistic viewpoints, as well as their influence on the 
research of political phenomena and processes. In heuristic terms, the course aims to provide: an academic introduction to the 
remarkable variety of research interest subjects, approaches, techniques and methods in political science; familiarization with basic 
methods and techniques of scientific research used in different approaches; the training to use appropriate methods, procedures and 
techniques in independent research.  

Outcome of the course 
At the conclusion of the course, students should:  

- know and understand the connection between epistemology and politics and its influence on methods, procedures 
and techniques used;  

- know, understand, and be able to utilize basic heuristic approaches in the analysis of modern political issues, theories, 
institutions and systems;  

- be able to identify the theoretical, epistemological, ontological and heuristic basis of research efforts and results;  
- be able to identify and evaluate the significance of a number of epistemological assumptions, heuristic principles and 

interpretation efforts; 
- improve their skills and ability to identify basic orientations and approaches in texts read;  
- develop the ability to analyze, critically examine and evaluate various political ideas, theories and viewponts, as 

well as to appreciate the importance of critical thinking; 

- take a more sophisticated and theoretically grounded approach to their research work and dissertation writing efforts; 
- know and be able to use the rules and procedures of scientific research;  
- be able to independently produce a scientific research project and organize its realization, choose and correctly utilize the 

most efficient research methods, techniques and procedures, and analyze, interpret and critically evaluate the research 
results.  

Content of the course 
Introductory lesson: ontology, epistemology and politics (orientations - (anti)foundationalism, objectivism, realism, constructivism and 
relativism); the pluralism of approaches and methods: positivistic, realistic and interpretivistic viewpoints 
Institutionalism and neoinstitutionalism  
Constructivism, interpretative approach and discourse analysis (modern and postmodern varieties, hermeneutics amd 
poststructuralism) 
Empiricism and positivism: behaviouralism, logical positivism and scientism; rational choice theory 
Normative approaches: critical theory and dialectic, deontological theory and value pluralism  
Marxism, Neo-Marxism and critical theory 
Feminism (Marxist, poststructuralist and postcolonial approaches)  
Metatheoretical issues in the scientific composition of scientific research methodology and practice  
Qualitative research methods and techniques: the role of qualitative methods in political science; ontological and epistemological 
foundations of qualitative methods; advantages and disadvantages  
Quantitative methods amd techniques: ontological and epistemological foundations; individual methods; advantages and disadvantages  
Combining qualitative and quantitative methods 
The comparative method: quantitative and qualitative comparative strategy  
Literature 
Basic: David Marsh, Gerry Stoker, Teorije i metode političke znanosti, FPZ, Zagreb, 2005 or David Marsh, Gerry Stoker, Theory  
and Methods in Political Science, Palgrave Macmillan, 3rd ed., 2010; John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, 

and Mixed Methods Approaches, SAGE, 3rd ed. 2009 or 4
th

 ed. 2013; Heather Savigny and Lee Marsden, Doing Political Science and 
International Relations: Theories in Action (Political Analysis), Palgrave Macmillan, 2011;  
Additional: Alan Bryman,Social Research Methods, OUP, 3rd ed. 2008; Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Boulder, Colorado,  
Westview Press, 1991; Macneill Patrick, Chapman Steve, Research Methods, Routledge, 3rd ed, 2005; Ackoff Russel: The Design of 

Social Research; Bryman Alan, Social Research Methods, 2012; Burnham P., Surviving the Research Process in Politics, 1997; De 

Vaus, D., Research Design in Social Research, 2001; Punch K.F., Introduction to Social Research: Quantitative and Qualitative, 

2005 

Number of classes of active 
teaching Lectures: 6 Study research work: 

Teaching methods: lectures, consultations, group debates and seminar papers  
Assessment of knowledge (maximum number of points: 100): seminar paper (20%), written exam (20%), oral 

exam (60%)  


