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Aim of the course 
This course will present a critical survey of the role of journalists and news media in conflicts. We will examine 
communication strategies that have been regularly used in conflict-related politics and effective framing mechanism and 
tools favored by opposing sides and the media. We will analyze various factors that constrain and influence media coverage 
of conflicts and conflict transformations. We will study how today's journalists could hamper or contribute to various paths 
to conflict resolution. We will focus on peace journalism and other activist and/or prescriptive schools of journalism. Their 
agendas and impact on preventing escalation, minimizing harmful consequences, ending violence, improving intergroup 
relations and building sustainable peace will be scrutinized in the context of the rapid growth of social media and pervasive 
decline of the "old media". We will examine some specific issues and conflicts that pose huge challenges to both 
"traditional" war-reporting and new activist approaches to the coverage of conflicts. 
Outcome of the course 
By the end of the course, you should be able to: 
- Understand impact of effective communications strategies on conflict-related issues. 
- Recognize and anticipate the role of framing in various conflict-resolution and peace-building processes. 
Better understand complexities and ambivalences that characterize contemporary conflicts and various networks and 
interests that sustain them. 
- Grasp a range of professional and ethical challenges facing reporters in various conflict situations and environments. 
- Understand and evaluate the role of the media in conflict transformation and resolution.  
- Influence or use media to strengthen the idea of peace and make peace. 
- Constructively engage with reporters and editors in developing de-escalation-oriented news coverage. 
- To think deeply and debate more effectively conflict-related issues. 
Content of the course 
1. Selling Political Policies and Beliefs (What is political communication; Functions of political communication; How 
Governments build consent for their policies and political systems; The role of worldviews and ideology in building 
legitimacy; The production and dissemination of worldviews), 2.  Selling War/Selling Peace (How the media became 
involved in fighting wars; The impact of television on warfare/peace selling), 3. The Media and Terrorism (Terrorism as a 
form of political communication), 4. The Media and Foreign Relations (The CNN effect; The Impact of media reporting on 
policy making), 5.  Understanding contemporary news media: Trends and transformations. Reporting conflicts and post-
conflict transformations: Main challenges and issues., 6. Peace journalism: Key concepts and ideas. Criticism of peace 
journalism: 'Good journalism or peace journalism?', 7. Peace journalism as journalistic practice: The ethics of journalistic 
intervention. Peace journalism as a tool of critical media studies, 8. Role of ' journalism of attachment' in conflict 
transformations: 'Whose side are you on?', 9. Media and 'politics of naming': Do all victims count?  The world as a 
battlefield: Bush's 'War on Terror' and Obama's 'Drone War', 10. Reporting "endless war' and 'neither-war-nor-peace': 'No 
peg to hang a news story on'., 11. Covering Africa: 'child witches', 'cannibals' and the ICC in 'juju journalism',12. Peace 
journalism and new Media: Facing citizen journalists and 'clicktivists'. New tools of the old trade: can the change be 
tweeted? 
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Research work:  
 

Teaching methods 
Assessment of knowledge (maximum no. of points 100) 

Pre-examination commitments points Final examination  points 
activity 20 written test 40 
critical reading 20 oral examination  
colloquium(a)  ..........  
seminar(s) 20   


