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Aim of the course

This course will deal with following questions: why it is important to establish truth after the war, whether there are one or
more truths, what are possible methods of establishing what happened, what are the reasons of the denial which represent
the obstacle to the reconciliation, how it is possible to overcome denial and enhance reconciliation. The course will explore
the significance that establishing the truth, i.e. recognition that something happened, has for victims, as well as the ways of
recording ( collecting and making visible) data on war crimes, and their influence on reconciliation. This will be particularly
examined on the example of the families of missing and killed persons, and victims of war rapes. Different dimensions of
reconciliation process as well as reconciliation instruments will be explored. The focus will also be on two main approaches
in dealing with war and war crimes — one based on restorative and the other on retributive justice. The emphasis will be on
comparative prospective. Advantages and shortcomings of truth and reconciliation commissions will be particularly
analysed.

The aims of the course are to make students familiar with one important aspect of peacebuilding — with facing the truth, and
also with different aspects of the notion of the truth and the ways of establishing of constructive communication between
different interpretations of the same events, that may be healing for the post-war societies. Thus, they may also become the
basis for reconciliation. Moreover, the course aims to show different dimensions of reconciliation process — from
interpersonal to collective — as possible roads for recovery.

Outcome of the course

Students will get understanding of reconciliation process and of the roads that lead toward it, of the relationship between the
truth, justice, reconciliation and lasting peace, and they will become familiar with experiences of facing the truth and with
reconciliation processes in different societies and cultures, as well as with the role of truth and reconciliation commissions,
courts, civil society and state initiatives in the process of reconciliation.

Content of the course

1. Introduction into the discussion about the war, its consequences and facing the truth; 2. Different interpretation of truth:
one or more truths; 3. Denial and recognition; 4. Psychological aspects of reconciliation: reconciling with ourselves and
others; 5. Digging the graves, uncovering the wounds, recognition of the past; 6. Restorative and retributive justice in the
context of war and war crimes; 7. Truth and Reconciliation Commission; 8. Restorative justice, punishment and victims; 9.
Initiatives of civil society and truth and reconciliation: Northern Ireland and South Africa; 10. Serbia on the road of truth
and reconciliation; 11. Activities of the state and civil society in Serbia and other parts of the former Yugoslavia; 12. Truth
and reconciliation commission in Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and other similar initiatives in Serbia and other parts of
the former Yugoslavia; 13. From remembering the past to positive future and the idea of the Third way in Serbia; 14. Let
anger grow into action, or what each of us can do? (workshop)
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Research work:
1

Other

Teaching methods

Personal views, presentation of existing initiatives and working on developing own initiatives and projects: what students
can do as their contribution to truth and reconciliation.
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