American Political Thought
Summer 2024, U.S. Studies Summer Institute

Dr. Brandon Turner, Clemson University
E-mail: bturne2@clemson.edu (best contact)
In-person meeting time: 4:00-5:15pm (all meeting times posted in Belgrade time)
Online meeting time: 6:00-7:30pm

Course Description and Objectives:

This course is a broad survey of the intellectual traditions of American political thought. These traditions include those of the founding period, rooted in early modern European discussions of natural law, natural rights, and constitutionalism; the debates surrounding union and secession that characterized the Civil War era; and the racial discourse that emerged from the American experience with slavery and racial oppression. Each of our sessions will focus on one or two relatively brief readings; these must be read closely beforehand to facilitate understanding and discussion. 
Required Texts:
All required readings will be provided in .pdf form.
Assessment:
1. Attendance: this is a short and intensive course. Students should plan to attend all sessions. In order to successfully complete the course, no more than two absences are permitted.
2. Presentation: students will present a brief introduction to an assigned reading as part of a group. These presentations will be discussed on our first in-person day.
3. Paper: students completing their MA in US Studies will submit one 1000-word paper in response to prompts distributed at two points in the course.
Course Schedule:

NB: I will be available in online “office hours” thirty minutes before each online session (5:30pm). Students should feel free to drop in if they wish.
1. European Origins and The Declaration (Monday, May 13th, in person)
Reading: The Declaration of Independence, selections from John Locke, Second Treatise of Government; Montesquieu’s Spirit of the Laws
2. The Federalists (Tuesday, May 14th, in person)
Reading: U.S. Constitution, selections from The Federalist
3. The Anti-Federalists (Thursday, May 16th, in person)
Reading: “Dissent of the Pennsylvania Minority,” selections from Federal Farmer

4. Political Economy (Friday, May 17th, in person)
Reading: selections from Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography

5. Secession (Tuesday, May 28th, 6-7:30pm online)
Reading: Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions, selections from Calhoun, Disquisition on Government

6. Union (Tuesday, June 4th, 6-7:30pm online)
Reading: Selections from Abraham Lincoln, speeches

7. Justice and Slavery (Tuesday, June 11th, 6-7:30pm online)
Reading: Seneca Falls Declaration, Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave Is the 4th of July?”

8. Progressivism (Tuesday, June 18th, 6-7:30pm online)
Reading: Teddy Roosevelt, “New Nationalism”; Woodrow Wilson, “Meaning of Democracy”

9. Libertarianism and Wrap-up (Tuesday, June 25th, 6-7:30pm online)
Reading: Selections from Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom
