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Issues of EU integration and enlargement will be dealt with, as much as possible, in relation to Southeastern Europe.
The course consists of lectures and seminars. The former will offer more general insights into topics by Assistant Prof. Ivana Radic Milosavljevic, and the latter is reserved for presenting students’ essays.
There are six general topics, divided into the same number of lectures and seminars. Students are required to read most of the suggested literature in advance. The literature for a seminar includes the one from the accompanying lecture, too,
but is not limited to it.
Students are required to write six short essays during the course (i.e., one every second week), each one not longer than 2.5 double-spaced pages (font 12). Written essays (including its 10-minute presentation in class) carry a maximum of 60% of the final grade, and activity in the class can bring a maximum of 40% of the final grade. Essays should be sent to Assist. Prof. Radic Milosavljevic by e-mail (ivana.radic@fpn.bg.ac.rs) until midnight of the day before the class.
Students are free to organize their essays in any way they think is adequate for the topic and use any style of writing and quotation they like. They should try to answer the given question as directly as they can, showing at the same time that their work is based on relevant literature.

Classes

Lecture 1
EU HISTORY, INSTITUTIONS AND POLICIES

Reading list (for lecture and seminar)
Main: 
Wallace, H., M.A. Pollack, and A. R. Young, Policy-making in the European Union, OUP, 2015. pp.3-45, 72-112.

Optional: 
Frank Schimmelfennig, Dirk Leuffen & Berthold Rittberger (2015), “The European Union as a system of differentiated integration: interdependence, politicization and differentiation,” Journal of European Public Policy, 22:6, 764-782, DOI: 10.1080/13501763.2015.1020835 
CEPS, The Ever-Changing Union: An Introduction to the History, Institutions and Decision-
Making Processes of the European Union, Brussels, 2011 (pp.7-48).
Loukas Tsoukalis, The Unhappy State of the Union, Policy Group, 2014.
Jovan Teokarevic, “Western Balkans’ EU Integration: How to Overcome the Remaining
Obstacles”, European University Institute, Florence, 2010.
New Pact for Europe, Strategic Options for Europe’s Future, 2013.


Seminar 1
THE EU: POLITICAL SYSTEM, FEDERATION OR AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION?
Imagine that the EU in the future becomes:
a) Either a true federation (one state, “United States of Europe”)
b) Or a classic international organization of (all?) fully sovereign European states (like the UN, for example, but with the emphasis on economic functions, in addition to the security ones).
Choose one of the two options and write how the key EU institutions would look like in the event of the first or the second option. You can elaborate on the example of only one or more EU institutions. Would some of the current institutions exist at all? What would be different compared to their current composition, functions, decision-making…?

Lecture 2
EU ENLARGEMENT: RATIONALE, HISTORY, RESULTS

Reading list (for lecture and seminar)
Main: 
Bache, I., S. George, and S. Bulmer, Politics in the European Union, OUP, 2011, pp. 529-550.
Vassiliou, G. (ed.), The Accession Story: The EU from Fifteen to Twenty-Five Countries, OUP, 2007, 1-99.
Eli Gateva, European Union Enlargement Conditionality, Palgrave Studies in European Union Politics, 2015, 7-37.
Optional:
Wallace, H., M.A. Pollack, and A. R. Young, Policy-making in the European Union, OUP, 2015. pp.407-435. 
John O’Brennan, The Eastern Enlargement of the European Union, Routledge, 2006.
Rachel A. Epstein, Wade Jacoby, “Eastern Enlargement Ten Years On: Transcending the East-West Divide?”, Journal of Common Market Studies, 52, 1, 2014, pp. 1-16.
Milada Anna Vachudova, Europe Undivided. Democracy, Leverage and Integration after Communism, OUP, 2005.
Frank Schimmelfennig and Ulrich Sedelmeier (eds), The Politics of European Union Enlargement. Theoretical Approaches, Routledge, 2005.
Milada Vachudova, “Historical Institutionalism and the EU’s Eastern Enlargement,” in Kathleen McNamara and Sophie Meunier eds., Making History: European Integration and Institutional Change at Fifty. The State of the European Union Volume 8, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007: 105-122.
Frank Schimmelfennig (2001). “The Community Trap: Liberal Norms, Rhetorical Action, and the Eastern Enlargement of the European Union,” International Organization 55, 1, 2001, pp. 47-80. 
Frank Schimmelfennig and Thomas Winzen, “Eastern enlargement and differentiated integration: towards normalization,” Journal of European Public Policy, 2017, VOL. 24, NO. 2, 239–258, http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2016.1264083. 
Ulrich Sedelmeier, “Europeanization in new member and candidate states.” Living Reviews in European Governance 6 (1), 2011.
Dimitry Kochenov, “EU’s Conditionality: Praise Undeserved,” Reflections for the Princeton University conference, “An Awkward Anniversary? Ten Years of Central and Eastern Europe in the EU,” April 2014.

Seminar 2
SPECIFICITIES OF THE EASTERN ENLARGEMENT (2004-7)

In general, explain the political and economic situation in CEE countries at the time of their EU membership applications; what conditions for enlargement have been set and why? How would you assess the EU’s conditionality’s overall success and why?

Lecture 3
EU ENLARGEMENT AND THE WESTERN BALKANS

Reading list (for lecture and seminar)
Main: 
Othon Anastasakis, “The EU’s Political Conditionality in the Western Balkans: Towards a more Pragmatic Approach”, Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, Vol. 8, No. 4, 365-377.
Eli Gateva, European Union Enlargement Conditionality, Palgrave Studies in European Union Politics, 2015, pp. 124-173.
Optional:
Jovan Teokarevic, “A Modest Progress towards a Less Desirable European Union: The Western Balkans in European Integration 2015-2016”, in: Foreign Policy Papers, No. 1, 2016, pp. 7-16. 
Domaradzki, S. and Radić-Milosavljević, I. (2021). ‘Between Populism and Technocracy: How National Executives in Bulgaria and Serbia Manipulate EU Rule of Law Conditionality?’, Journal of Contemporary European Research, 17 (2), https://doi.org/10.30950/jcer.v17i2.1181 First published at: www.jcer.net
Vladimir Medjak (ed), Twelve Proposals for EU Enlargement from the Western Balkans, European Movement in Serbia, Belgrade, 2018.
Eviola Prifti, The European Future of the Western Balkans. Thessaloniki @10 (2003-2013), EU Institute for Security Studies, Paris, 2013.
2021 Enlargement package: European Commission assesses and sets out reform priorities for the Western Balkans and Turkey, https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/news/2021-enlargement-package-european-commission-assesses-and-sets-out-reform-priorities-western_en 
“Enhancing EU engagement with the Western Balkans” (May 2018): https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/enhancing-eu-engagement-western-balkans_en
HREU, State of play of EU-Turkey political, economic and trade relations: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52021JC0008&from=EN

Seminar 3
EU POLITICAL CRITERIA FOR ACCESSION

[bookmark: _Hlk98183514]1. In what way are accession criteria different (if at all) for Western Balkan (WB) and Central and Eastern European (CIE) countries? How can you explain this? 
2. Are there any differences between WB countries’ EU association and accession process and that of Turkey? What do you think are the main obstacles in Turkey’s accession process?

Lecture 4
THE EU TRANSFORMATIVE POWER IN THE WESTERN BALKANS

Reading list (for lecture and seminar)
Main: 
Zhelyazkova A., Damjanovski I., Nechev Z., Schimmelfennig F. (2019) European Union Conditionality in the Western Balkans: External Incentives and Europeanisation. In: Džankić J., Keil S., Kmezić M. (eds) The Europeanisation of the Western Balkans. New Perspectives on South-East Europe. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-91412-1_2
Vachudova M.A. (2019) EU Enlargement and State Capture in the Western Balkans. In: Džankić J., Keil S., Kmezić M. (eds) The Europeanisation of the Western Balkans. New Perspectives on South-East Europe. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-91412-1_4
Kmezić M. (2019) EU Rule of Law Conditionality: Democracy or ‘Stabilitocracy’ Promotion in the Western Balkans?. In: Džankić J., Keil S., Kmezić M. (eds) The Europeanisation of the Western Balkans. New Perspectives on South-East Europe. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-91412-1_5 

Optional:
Gergana Noutcheva, “Fake, Partial and Imposed Compliance: The Limits of the EU’s Normative Power in the Western Balkans,” Journal of European Public Policy, 16:7 October 2009.
Ulrich Sedelmeier, “Europeanisation in New Member and Candidate States.” Living Reviews in European Governance 6 (1), 2011.
Nikolaos Tzifakis, Milica Delević, Marko Kmezić,Zoran Nechev with contribution by Miran Lavrič and Tena Prelec¹, Geopolitically irrelevant in its ‘inner courtyard’?, The EU amidst third actors in the Western Balkans, BiEPAG, December, 2021.
Toby Vogel, Beyond Enlargement. Why the EU's Western Balkan Policy Needs a Reset, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Sarajevo, 2018.
Tanja Boerzel, When Europeanization Hits Limited Statehood, KGF, 2011.
Jelena Subotic, “Europe is a State of Mind: Identity and Europeanization in the Balkans,” International Studies Quarterly 55, 2, 2011, pp. 309-330.

Seminar 4
EXPLAIN SLOW EU ACCESSION OF WB COUNTRIES AND TURKEY

Task: Choose one country and elaborate. Refer to one or more theories discussed during the lectures.

Lecture 5
THE FUTURE OF EU ENLARGEMENT

Reading list (for lecture and seminar)
Main: 
John O’Brennan, “On the Slow Train to Nowhere. The EU, ‘Enlargement Fatigue’ and the Western Balkans”, European Foreign Affairs Review, Vol. 19, No. 2, 2014, pp. 221-242.
Rosa Balfour and Corina Stratulat (eds), EU Member States and Enlargement towards the Balkans, European Policy Centre, 2015.
Communication From The Commission To The European Parliament, The Council, The European Economic And Social Committee And The Committee Of The Regions: Enhancing the accession process - A credible EU perspective for the Western Balkans, Brussels, 5.2.2020, COM(2020) 57 final.

Optional:
https://visegradinsight.eu/western_balkans_scenarios/
Andrew Duff, “Case for an Associate Membership of the European Union”, 2013. https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2013/03/06/associate-eu-membership/ 
European Parliament, Brexit and the European Union: General Institutional and Legal Considerations, 2017, pp. 24-37.
Advisory Council on International Affairs, Differentiated Integration. Different Routes to EU Cooperation, 2015.
Balkans in Europe Policy Advisory Group, The Unfulfilled Promise: Completing the Balkan Enlargement, Policy Paper, Graz, May 2014.
I. Radic Milosavljevic, “Change in the EU Accession Approach: A Case for a Flexible Membership“, EU Frontiers, Policy Brief no. 19, (CEU), 2017., https://publications.ceu.edu/node/45783.
Michael Emerson, Milena Lazarević, Steven Blockmans and Strahinja Subotić, “A Template for Staged Accession to the EU”, CEPS and CEP, 2021. https://cep.org.rs/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/A-Template-for-Staged-Accession-to-the-EU.pdf 

Seminar 5
ALTERNATIVES TO FULL EU MEMBERSHIP FOR WB COUNTRIES AND
TURKEY
What would be the least bad or the most acceptable alternative(s) to EU membership, in your opinion? What are the pros and cons of such a solution?

Lecture 6
REGIONAL COOPERATION AND EU INTEGRATION

Reading list (for lecture and seminar)
Main: 
Dimitar Bechev, Constructing South East Europe - The Politics of Balkan Regional Cooperation, Palgrave Macmillan, 2011.

Optional:
Dusko Lopandic, Jasminka Kronja, Regional Cooperation in Southeast Europe and the European Integration Process – Searching for Necessary Complementarity, European Movement in Serbia, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 2012.
Dusko Lopandic, Jasminka Kronja, Regional Initiatives and Multilateral Cooperation in the Balkans, European Movement in Serbia, Belgrade, 2011
European Parliament, Berlin Process, July 2016.
European Commission, Connectivity Agenda, Co-Financing of Investment Project in the Western Balkans 2016, July 2016.
Non-paper on WB6, 2013.


Seminar 6
REGIONAL COOPERATION IN THE BALKANS

Describe and evaluate one or two regional cooperation initiatives in the Balkans. Would you say that the initiative’s results have been conducive to the region’s EU approaching or not? Why? What do you think about some criticisms towards regional initiatives as a replacement for EU accession?
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