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Aim of the course 

The course aims to introduce students with the concept of peacebuilding in conflict-affected and post-conflict societies. 

This international practice has been globally present in the last thirty years and has had a profound influence on the 

post-war developments of the countries in the Global South. By focusing on the Balkan, Middle East, and Sub-Saharan 

Africa case studies, the course tries to assess achievements and shortcomings of the dominant form of peacebuilding - 

liberal peacebuilding. It also offers a deeper understanding of the liberal peacebuilding critique and its alternative forms 

- local (bottom-up) peacebuilding, everyday peace, and hybridity. Finally, the course provides a comparative overview 

of the impact of peacebuilding on political and socio-economic institutions in post-conflict and conflict-affected 

societies. The course is grounded in critical peace and conflict studies and offers the perspective of a Global South 

scholars who have personal encounters with the practice of peacebuilding. 

  

Outcome of the course 

By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

- Inform themselves about the process of peacebuilding and international interventions in the Global South; 

- Identify and critically analyse key actors, processes and modes of intervention in contemporary peacebuilding 

missions; 

- Evaluate political and socio-economic effects of liberal peacebuidling in post-conflict and conflict-affected societies; 

- Recognize and critically assess responds made by local populations in relations to development model enforced upon 

them; 

- Understand how violent conflict and peacebuilding could affect human development indicators in post-conflict and 

conflict-affected societies. 

 

Content of the course 

1. Introductory lecture 

2. Global Violence Revisited 

3. Peacebuilding in post-conflict societies 

4. Liberal peacebuilding 

5. The hybridity, local peace and the resistance 

6. The case study: Bosnia and Herzegovina 

7. Coffee talk: Discussion about the book “Peaceland” by Severine Autesserre 

8. Midterm assignments presentation 

9. Reconciliation in divided societies 

10. The case study: Reconciliation in former Yugoslavia 

11. Peacebuilding, gender and sexual violence: Discussion about the movie “The Whistlerblower” 

12. Student presentations 

13. Reading week 

14. Reading week 

15. Exam 
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Total classes of active teaching: 60 Theoretical classes: 30 Practical classes: 30 

Teaching methods:  

lectures, book discussions, movie discussions, ethnographic fieldwork, visit to museums, protests and rallies, student 

presentations, one on one supervision, peer mentorship 

 

Assessment of knowledge (maximum no. of points 100) 

Pre-examination commitments points Final examination  points 

activity 20 written test 30 

practical teaching 20 oral examination  

colloquium(a)  presentations 30 

seminar(s)    


