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Aim of the course 

The aim of the course is to acquaint students with key theoretical, empirical and political debates on security sector 

management. Students will be introduced to security analysis as a public policy. Special attention will be paid to 

democratic governance of the security sector, but also to governance in non-democratic regimes. Students will learn how 

to differentiate and critically analyze different public policies and governance in the field of security, especially the 

military, police, intelligence services and the private security sector. Special attention will be paid to gender aspects of 

security management, the role of the media and civil society, as well as the importance of international security 

cooperation. 

 

Outcome of the course 

 

The course Security Governance is designed so that students understand and can independently monitor and explore the 

key actors, processes, institutions and challenges of democratic management of the security sector. After completing the 

course, they will master key academic literature and be introduced to key theoretical and conceptual debates in this field. 

In addition, they will be able to critically observe and analyze security governance in different contexts based on the 

literature, as well as to independently write an academic paper in this field. An important outcome of the course is that 

students improve their skills in writing and presenting practical policy proposals. 

 

Content of the course 

 

1. Security policy analysis;  

2. Democratic governance of the security sector;  

3. Security governance in undemocratic regimes;  

4. Army;  

5. Police;  

6. Intelligence services;  

7. Privatization of security;  

8. New technologies and security governance;  

9. Gender and security sector governance;  

10. Media and security policy;  

11. Civil society organizations and security governance;  

12. International security cooperation and assistance  

13. Reading week  

14. Reading week.  

15. Exam 

 

Each lecture is accompanied by seminars during which students present their presentations on a selected topic. These 

presentations are also the basis for their practical policy proposals 
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Total classes of active teaching: 60 Theoretical classes: 30 Practical classes: 30 

Teaching methods:  

Lectures, seminars 

Assessment of knowledge (maximum no. of points 100) 

Pre-examination commitments points Final examination  points 

activity  written test 30 

practical teaching  oral examination  

colloquium(a)  Policy paper 50 

seminar(s) 20   


