Study level: Peace, Security and Development

Course title: Failed States and Statebuilding

Professor: Goran Tepsic¢

Compulsory/Elective: Elective

Number of ECTS: 6

Condition: /

Aim of the course

The course aims to explore the concept of state — by focusing primarily to its fragility and failure in conflict-affected
and post-conflict societies. It will examine plausibility of ‘failed state’ concept, the hegemonic position of the
Westphalian concept of state, and the conventional criteria for state failure. Furthermore, it will give a critical
perspective on statebuilding as an inevitable component of liberal peacebuilding concept. This course will draw its
empirical examples primarily from Europe, Africa, and Asia. Besides discussing main theoretical concepts, it will
include a series of country case studies, examining how the state failure and statebuilding literature helps us to
understand the contemporary political processes in Bosnhia-Herzegovina, Kosovo, Northern Ireland, Somalia, South
Sudan, Afghanistan, and Irag.

Outcome of the course

Students will be able to demonstrate:

- An understanding of current debates about concepts of failed states and statebuilding;

- Knowledge of state failure and statebuilding in specific countries and regions;

- Assessment of how political, historical and cultural factors affect state development in conflict-affected and post-
conflict societies;

- The ability to summarize and criticize key ideas from the literature on state failure and statebuilding;

- The ability to evaluate, orally and in writing, statebuilding policies from the perspectives of different actors in the
international system.

Content of the course

Introduction to the course

Weak, fragile, failed, and collapsed states

Failed state as an ideology

Deconstructing Westphalian myth: Comparative and international perspectives on state
Postwar reconstruction: Statebuilding or state-failing?

Building states without sovereignty: Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo

The quest for state capacity in sub-Saharan Africa: South Sudan and Somalia
Statebuilding after military interventions: Afghanistan and Iraq

9. State reconstruction and ethnic conflict regulation: Consociation and identity in Northern Ireland
10. State failure and non-state actors: Terrorism and violent extremism

11. Economic perspectives on statebuilding

12. A new research agenda for state making

13. Reading week — draft essay for peer review

14. Reading week — essay writing

15. Exam
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Total classes of active teaching: 60 Theoretical classes: 30 Practical classes: 30

Teaching methods:
Lectures, seminars (presentations), summaries, essays

Assessment of knowledge (maximum no. of points 100)

Pre-examination commitments points Final examination points
activity — summaries 20 written test - essay 50
practical teaching oral examination
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seminar(s) - presentation 30




