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Aim of the course 

The course discusses fundamental development concepts, theories, strategies, actors, and issues. Major development 

themes that will be analysed are globalization, development actors, poverty and exclusion, migration, international 
trade, debt crisis, peace, conflict, and development nexus, etc. The course will also analyse how foreign aid programmes 

of various donors and international institutions affect development of the underdeveloped countries. The role of new 

development actors such as nongovernmental organizations, foundations and transnational corporations will also be 

examined. Development theories, strategies and major concepts will be discussed critically, giving the students different 

perspectives and shedding light on the institutional architecture and political context within which policy is made and 

implemented.  

 

Outcome of the course 

This course should provide students with an ability to understand and critically assess key development issues, theories, 

and visions. Through in-class analysis of case studies students will improve their knowledge of social, economic, and 

political issues and challenges that affect the development prospects of post-conflict countries. Students will also be 

able to discuss the major competing approaches that aim to explain why some countries are wealthier and have better 
development outcomes than others. 

 

Content of the course 

 

1. Defining and labelling development  

2. Measuring Development  

3. Modernization and Growth Theories 

4. Development Theories of the Global South 

5. International Development Actors 1: States and (non)Formal Institutions  

6. International Development Actors 2: Organizations, NGOs, and Foundations 

7. International Development Actors 3: Transnational Corporations 

8. Trade and Development  
9. Peace, Conflict and Development Nexus 

10. Debt Crisis, Globalization and Development 

11. International Development and Migration 

12. Development Aid 

13. Environment and Development 

14. Future of Development 

15. Exam 
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Total classes of active teaching: 60 Theoretical classes: 30 Practical classes: 30 

Teaching methods:  

Lectures, discussions, Book reviews, In-class activities  

Assessment of knowledge (maximum no. of points 100) 

Pre-examination commitments points Final examination  points 

book review 20 essay 50 

practical teaching  oral examination  

colloquium(a)  ..........  

presentation 30   


