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Abstract: With the Russian invasion of Ukraine and Vladimir Putin’s talking about Russia’s special role in the world affairs many commentators point to the Russian immanent messianism. A story of the chosen nation pursuing a special mission in the world is well known in the history of the human kind. However, particular nations tell their messianic stories differently. I argue that the status of a country allows for a more accurate explanation why mission narratives differ from one another. By evaluating standing of a state I focus not so much on its material foundation but rather normative underpinnings. Whether a country counts as “established”, “aspiring” or “loser” shows in the content of mission narrative and the role it plays in foreign policy. My goal is to highlight the connection between mission narrative and status by comparing today’s Russian discourse with messianic traditions of other countries, i.a. US, UK, China, Japan and Poland. As a result I offer an original perspective on sense of mission in politics. I also demonstrate how Russia’s anxiety about its status triggers messianic arguments in the public discourse.
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